
HAMPSHIRE YOUNG CREATIVES 

An Introduction 

Hampshire Young Creatives is a strategic 

development programme aimed at increasing the 

cultural engagement of young people aged 0-19 years 

of age outside the formal setting of the classroom. For 

2012/13, it was led by Hampshire County Council on 

behalf of consortium partners: 

 HCC Arts and Museums Service 

 HCC Children’s Services 

 Artswork – South East Bridge 

 Hampshire Dance Trust 

 SOCO Music Project  ( - Musical Inclusion 

Programme) 

 Anvil Arts 

The aim was to create a sustainable approach to the 

delivery and evaluation of arts and cultural 

programmes for young people. The consortium agreed 

it was important to engage community based 

organisations working with children and young people 

(CYP) as the instigators and drivers of the projects. 

Where appropriate, Arts Award was to be embedded 

across the programme. The partners were 

particularly interested in engaging with:  

 Young carers 

 Disabled children and young people 

 Children and young people living in rural 

isolation 

 The transient/at risk  

 Those with emotional/behavioural disorders 

 SEN 

 Young people not achieving in mainstream 

education 

 Young parents 

In addition, the partners were keen to support activities 
that would contribute to the up-skilling of the cultural 
and community sector workforce to ensure that 
activities develop as mainstream within the 
organisation.  
 

The Programme Covered Three 

Keys Strands: 

1. Cultural Experiences – for CYP for whom this would 
be a new experience.  
 
2. Progression and Transition – for CYP taking the 
next steps to engagement on a more sustained basis 
following a first cultural experience, or at a point of 
transition e.g. changing schools, leaving school and 
moving into employment.  
 

 
3. Cultural Leadership – Providing opportunities for 
young people to develop leadership skills, including 
undertaking their own commissioning. This also 
included the provision of professional mentoring, 
support and skills development for the young people 
throughout the commissioning process.  
 
The programme covered all of Hampshire and its art 
forms, and a number of specific areas of interest were 
identified: 
 

 Dance and health – projects utilising dance as 
a tool for bringing about positive change to the 
health and wellbeing of CYP. 

 Music inclusion – projects developing and 
promoting music-making opportunities for hard 
to reach CYP and supporting emerging 
practioners and delivery partners. 

 Links with museums 

 Geographic areas: Rushmoor, Gosport, 
Basingstoke & Deane, East Hants, Andover 
Armed Forces Community, Fareham and the 
New Forest. 

 

Proposed Outcomes 

 An increased awareness of cultural 
opportunities by children, young people and 
their families 

 An increase in unsupported continuing access 
to the arts and culture 

 An improvement in the local area’s cultural 
offer to children and young people, particularly 
in addressing the hard to reach and areas of 
low opportunity. 

 Enhanced or extended existing partnerships, 
or the formation of new partnerships, focusing 
on CYP’s cultural offer. 

 Engagement with professional cultural 
practitioners and organisations who are 

 The aim was to create a 

sustainable approach to the 

delivery and evaluation of arts and 

cultural programmes for young 

people. 

 ”



experienced in their particular discipline and 
who have expertise in making it accessible to 
CYP – ensuring consistent quality in the 
delivery and outcomes from each project. 

 Embedding of CYP voice, influence and 
leadership in the development of the cultural 
offer with, for and by them. 

 Organisations working together to initiate, or 
access, funding for CYP cultural provision. 

 Embedding Arts Award opportunities across 
the area and/or organisations. 

 For all projects to include/demonstrate 
elements of (or the potential for) 
continuation/sustainability. 
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